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Winter Solstice, Weather & 
Traditions 

 
Cheers Rose room! Our theme this month is ‘’Weather and the           
Winter Solstice”. Since being cold makes us want to stay indoors,           
we’re going to bring the outdoors inside as we talk about stars and             
constellations. We’re going to talk about snow, rain, wind and sun.           
Maybe your little ones have looked up at the stars during a family             
camping trip or in their own backyard. Maybe they have even seen            
a shooting star! I look forward to hearing their stories.  
 
We have some ways of bringing the winter weather inside: we will            
make fake snow by combining hair conditioner and baking soda. For           
some reason, we think this concoction is cold even though it’s room            
temperature!  
 
We will also see what it feels like to be a polar bear in freezing cold                
water. If we coat our finger in lard (Crisco) and dip it in freezing cold               
water we won’t feel the cold. So amazing!  

 
We love science experiments! Another amazing upcoming science experiment is called “Snow storm in a               
jar”. We will combine baby oil, white paint, water and alka seltzer in a jar and watch the magic. You can                     
expect a pretty spectacular gift near the end of the month. We will combine cinnamon, applesauce and                 
glue to make a wonderful smelling ornament to enjoy for years to come! 
 
We will also study the five different types of         
weather using recycled water bottles and different       
materials that represent sunny, cloudy, rainy, windy       
and snowy weather. Please see my wish list to help          
out with some donations! Will also talk about our         
different holiday traditions.  
 
I can’t wait to see each child demonstrate their         
family traditions. Who goes to grandma’s house for        
a big meal? Who stays at home and has family stay           
at their house? It’s a full month and a fun month.           
Have a wonderful break and a fabulous new year!         
See you in 2021! 
 
Have a wonderful break and a fabulous new year! See you in 2021 
 

- Teacher Julie, Rose Room 
 



Dear Azalea Room Families, 
 
It is hard to believe that it is already December! This           
month we get to hear from each student as they          
share about a tradition that their family practices.        
This tradition sharing will provide our class with        
another opportunity for building community and      
learning about our families and cultures. If you will         
need any classroom materials for your tradition       
sharing, please let me know in advance so I can have           
it ready for that day. Thank you for sharing your          
special traditions with us! 

This month, we will spend time with various versions         
of the story of the Gingerbread Man. We will         
complete a STEM challenge to help the gingerbread        
man get safely across the river. Our dramatic play         
area will transform into a cozy hot cocoa stand. We          
will be practicing our sight words by writing them in          
“snow.” Keep an eye out for a melted snowman         
made from puffy paint, and read why the snowman         
melted! 

I have noticed that just in the last month, our          
confidence as writers has grown so much! It is very          
exciting to see. In kindergarten, we are working on a          
combination of inventive spelling (using letter      
sounds) and sight words in our writing. I will be sending home a handout that shows the stages of                   
writing development in your child’s take-home folder. Now that students know more of their letters and                
sounds, it will be important for them to practice writing more independently. If your child asks you,                 
“How do you spell…?” you can guide them through identifying the sounds they hear in the word. In                  
time, they will all learn how to write using traditional spelling, but inventive spelling is an important                 
developmental step along the way. 

– Mrs. Pham, Azalea Room 

 

 

 

Phonological awareness Reading Writing Math 

*Rhyming  
*Sentence segmentation  
*Syllables  
*Onset and rime *Letter 
sounds  
*Identifying the first, 
middle, and last sounds in 
CVC words 
 

*Comparing and contrasting 
stories  
*Reading repeating sentence 
patterns  
*Using picture clues to help with 
unknown words 
*Blending sounds to read CVC 
words  
*Sight words 

*Writing uppercase and   
lowercase letters  
*Sight words  
*Writing CVC words  
*Personal narrative writing 
 

*Identifying numbers 1-20 
*Counting with 1:1 correspondence 
*Putting numbers in order  
*Ten frames and number lines 
*Counting on  
*Identifying 2D and 3D shapes 
*Addition within 10s 
 



Hello Juniper Families, I can't believe it’s December        

already! I'm so excited for this coming month and what          

we have planned. We will be learning about weather         

and creating art that’s associated with different types of         

weather. The weather is going to only be getting colder          

so please send hats, gloves, socks and dress my little          

friends in warm clothes. Please remember to always        

pack extra clothes! We are also sharing our Traditions         

this month so check the calendar to make sure you have           

everything you need to share on the day you are          

assigned.  

 

-Teacher Sara, Juniper Room 
 

 

 
 

Traditions 

Traditions are how we share about our families history, our culture, where we are from, and what is important to us. 
 
Start thinking about your Family Traditions, this can be any time of the year...maybe you go on a special vacation every                     
summer or bake cookies at Christmas Time.  
 
Please send a picture and description to Lisa Dirda or Wakana Karmazin we’re making books for each classroom, so                   
please send these over soon. 
 
Each student will be assigned a specific day to talk about their tradition (you’ll see this on the parent teaching                    
calendar). If you’d like to bring a craft, photos, or something for your student to share with the class, feel free. Please                      
let your teacher know what you are bringing so they can plan accordingly.  

Immunizations 
Students who are not in compliance with immunization requirements will be excluded from school starting February                
17th. Students will be excluded until their records are updated with appropriate immunizations or exemption               
documents.Check your child’s folder and your email in the next few weeks, our registrar, Lisa Dirda will be sending out                    
information on how to provide us with your child’s immunizations information.  
 
Students at Ashcreek are required to have the following vaccinations 
        PRESCHOOLERS (ROSE/JUNIPER ROOM)                KINDERGARTENERS 

4 DTap            5 DTap 
3 Polio                                                                 4 Polio 
1 Varicella                                                           1 Varicella 
1 MMR                                                                2 MMR 
3 Hepatitis B                                                      3 Hepatitis B 
2 Hepatitis A                                                      2 Hepatitis A 
3 or 4 Hib  



 

 

 

Side Box 
We welcome donations! He 

Fundraising Notes: 

Wreath Sales: We raised over $2,000! Thank you so much to all of the families and                
friends that bought wreaths and other greenery from our school!  
 
Wine We are offering wine from Willamette Valley Vineyards at a discounted rate             
from retail. The difference between what we pay and what you will pay goes              
towards your family fundraising commitment. We only have Pinot Noir left, please            
let Teacher Julie know what you’d like!  
 
Buying gift cards to buy groceries, go to restaurants, buy new school clothes, or give               
as gifts for birthdays and holidays is easy with Scrip, and our school earns money               
and your purchase kickback goes towards your family contribution!         
www.shopwithscrip.com Enrollment code: EFA3DBB7511L3 
 
Ordering Scholastic Books doesn’t go towards your family contribution, but it does            
help our classroom get points that our teachers can redeem for free points or              
classroom supplies! Class code is: Q23QQ Orders are processed monthly. December           
4th is when orders are due. You can even have the books shipped to your house                
for free with a purchase of $25+  

Upcoming Dates: 
 
Weds 12/9 5:30-7pm Board 
Meeting 
 
12/19-1/3 Winter Break, No 
School 
 
 

As the weather is getting colder and wetter...just a reminder that students go             
outside EVERYDAY, rain or shine. Please make sure your child has the following             
items for school: 
● Bring a coat daily  
● Rain gear and boots (welcome to leave at the school, please label these items) 
● Change of clothes daily for wet clothes 

Side Box 
We welcome donations! Here are a few requests:  

Ashcreek Amazon Wishlist: rb.gy/gbogr4  

ROSE ROOM 
*Plastic Voss water bottles with lid 
*Baby oil 
*Cheap hair conditioner 
*Epsom salt 
*Shaving cream 
*Alka seltzer 
*Cinnamon 
*Ivory soap 
*Cotton balls 

AZALEA ROOM 
*Gingerbread scented playdough 
*Shaving cream 
*White glue 
*White glitter 
*Straws 
*Clothespins 
*Buttons 

JUNIPER ROOM 
 
 


