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Harvest Time 
 
Hello Rose Room Families! We are off       
to a great start! We will be starting our         
second month in the Rose Room. I’m       
so proud of your kiddos. They have       
learned so much already. They know      
that when they hear the bell outside       
they should line up to go inside. They        
know what to do when Teacher says,       
“hands on top...” They know what to       
say when Teacher says, “5 more      
minutes. Hup hup.” Ask them! 
 
They are learning how to make great       
friendships and be kind. Our theme for       
this month is “Harvest Time”. During      
the month of October, we will be learning about the changes that happen in the Fall by talking about the                    
different colors outside. We will be busy using the nature items that fall to the ground and collect. We                   
will examine leaves, petals and pine needles with magnifying glasses and microscopes. We will also use                
pine branches as paintbrushes and marble paint with acorns. We will need to collect lots of leaves of all                   
colors as well as pinecones and acorns. Please feel free to donate to our collection! 
 
One great thing about the cooler weather is that we can start baking season and taste yummy foods. We                   
will make and bake 2 ingredient pumpkin muffins. To celebrate ‘Harvest Time” we will try a new food in                   
class: spaghetti squash! I’m anxious to see their faces when they taste it and hear what they think about                   
the flavor and ‘spaghetti’ texture. I can’t wait to see who will slurp the ‘spaghetti’! 
 
Some fun activities to look forward to are painting with corn on the cob, dancing corn and erupting                  
pumpkins! 
 
-Teacher Julie, Rose Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hello Juniper Families! I am so excited to welcome my          
friends to the Juniper class. I am so excited to get to            
know everyone more, and see everyone blossom!  
 
This coming month we are really going to dive into          
some fun messy play and learn more about fall,         
harvest and the changing of the season. I’m excited to          
have them experience the different sensory bins I will         
be creating for them this month like pumpkin guts and          
tracking the pigs through the mud (pudding). They’ll be         
creating corn shakers, painting with different things we        
find in nature, hammering golf tees into pumpkins, and         
learning about the Fall Harvest.  

 
We will be learning a new fun song called, “ I Know A Chicken” that the kids will be using egg rattles to                       
make fun sounds.  
 
-Teacher Sara, Juniper Room 
 

 
 
Hello Azalea Room Families! What a great start to the year! We have an              
amazing group of students who are hard workers and kind friends. This            
month we will be learning about the four seasons, weather, and noticing            
what changes we see as summer turns into fall. We will ask questions and              
engage in research to find answers. For example, why do leaves change            
colors? 
 
Our class will be getting outside to collect items from nature to use in our writing and math. A few                    
activities we will use them for are creating a Leaf Man, making patterns, sorting, and making and                 
counting collections. This month we will begin our guided reading groups. We have been practicing               
rotating through centers during reading workshop so we know just what to do! There is already exciting                 
growth happening in the kindergarten room. 
 

 
If you have any branches, sticks, leaves, pinecones, or acorns in your yard or that you find on a family                    
walk, we can use those in school! We have a jam-packed month of playing and learning ahead of us! 
 
– Mrs. Pham, Azalea Room 

Phonological awareness Reading Writing Math 

*Rhyming  
*Sentence segmentation  
*Syllables 
*Letters and sounds 

*Characters and setting  
*Retelling the story  
*Pointing at each word as we read  
*Reading repeating sentence 
patterns  
*Using picture clues to help with 
unknown words  
*Getting started with sight words 

*Tools for brainstorming topics  
*Adding more details to our 
drawings  
*Labeling our pictures 
*Writing upper & lowercase 
letters 

*Numbers 1-10  
*Counting with 1:1 correspondence  
*Counting objects in a set  
*Sorting objects based on attributes  
*2D and 3D shapes 
*Making patterns 



 

 

Halloween Costume Note: 
● Students may wear costumes to school on Friday        

10/30 if they wish, just remember that kids do get          
messy at school so there is always a chance costumes          
will get messy. It may be fun to wear an old costume            
as well! Or students can wait until 11:45am to change          
into costumes for our Trunk or Treat event!  

 

Enrollment 
● Kindergarten is moving to the basement level, which        

opens up 2 spots in that class. 
● Our Juniper Room is opening back up! We have a          

handful of spots in that class, open M-Th 9-1,         
minimum of 2 days. 

● The Rose Room has 1-2 spots available depending on         
the day, M-F 9-1, a minimum of 2 days. 

● If you know someone looking for a preschool, share         
our website. Shawna is available to give tours        
throughout the week.  

Website Updates 
● Take a few moments to visit our school website         

www.ashcreekplayschool.com Just a reminder about     
our ‘Parents’ Tab which includes all of the        
Newsletters, Parent Education, School Year Calendar,      
Bylaws/Parent Handbook, Parent Teaching, and     
more! The Parent Teaching page is password       
protected, email me if you’d like the password! 

 
 

Fundraising Notes: 
Our Fall Fundraiser is pledge-a-thon! Unfortunately due to COVID we cannot do our             
all school dance-a-thon like usual. Collect pledges from friends and family, 100% of             
donations will go towards your $250 family fundraising commitment. We will create            
a Facebook donation event as well.  
 
Coming up soon is the Wreath Sales - look for the info packet in your mailboxes the                 
first week of October. 
 
Bottle Drop Ashcreek has their own Bottledrop Non-Profit account now! There will            
be blue bags with tags available at the school, please let Julie, Cassie, or Sara know if                 
you’d like a bag to fill. You can either drop them off at the school or at a bottle drop                    
location. Also - you can transfer your own bottle drop balance (full or partial) to our                
school, just search for “Ashcreek Playschool” on the bottle drop site when you’re             
logged into your account. Any donations will count towards your family           
commitment, please let us know the day you drop off a bag so we can track                
properly.  
 
Buying gift cards to buy groceries, go to restaurants, buy new school clothes, or give               
as gifts for birthdays and holidays is easy with Scrip, and our school earns money               
and your purchase kickback goes towards your family contribution!         
www.shopwithscrip.com Enrollment code: EFA3DBB7511L3 
 
Ordering Scholastic Books doesn’t go towards your family contribution, but it does            
help our classroom get points that our teachers can redeem for free points or              
classroom supplies! Class code is: Q23QQ Orders are processed monthly.  

Upcoming Dates: 
Weds 10/14 5:30-7pm Board 
Meeting 
 
Weds 10/21 6-8pm Mandatory 
Business Meeting (via ZOOM) 
 
Fri 10/30 12-1pm 
Trunk-Or-Treat 
 



 

 

 

 

Grants & Donations 
*In the next few weeks we will have an Eagle Scout working on the playground and outside beautification. We received a $500 
grant from Walmart, and will be using that to extend the fence along the drop on the south side of the playground, fix the gate 
to the garden and fix up our picnic tables. If money allows, he will also be building us some more garden boxes for planting 
veggies this spring. 
 
 *We have applied for a few large grants through Washington County and OnPoint Community Credit Union. If you know of 
any grant opportunities, please reach out to our Fundraising Coordinator, Austin McRobbie amcrobbie@gmail.com and Grant 
Writer, Kirstyn Rossman kirstyne@gmail.com 

As the weather is getting colder and wetter...just a reminder that students go outside EVERYDAY, rain or                 
shine. Please make sure your child has the following items for school: 

● Bring a coat & change of clothes  daily  
● Rain gear and boots (welcome to leave at the school, please label these items 

Side Box 
We welcome donations! Here are a few requests:  
Rose Room:                                                                         Azalea Room:                                                    Juniper Room: 
~Pressed leaves                     ~Sticks & Twigs                  ~Old Magazines                                                ~Chocolate pudding  
~Medium sized pumpkins   ~Pinecones                         ~Stickers                                                               snack-packs (at least 8) 
 ~Leaves of all colors            ~Corn on the cob               ~Branches                                                          ~Large pinecones 
 ~Canned pumpkin                ~Paper towel tubes          ~Leaves 
 ~Decorative gourds (6)        ~Pine branches                  ~Acorns 
 ~Shoe boxes                                                                       ~Pinecones 
                                                                                               ~Small Decorative pumpkins & gourds 

Board of Directors 
 
President: Shawna Mench 
Vice President: Sara Killion 
Secretary: Kaylee Polly 
Treasurer: Nick Mauro 
Registrar: Lisa Dirda 
Fundraising Coordinator: Austin McRobbie 
Maintenance Chair: Rachel Wineinger 
Azalea Room Class Rep: Shawna Mench* 
Rose Room Class Rep: Sara Killion* 
Juniper Room Class Rep: VACANT 
PCPO Rep: VACANT  
Director: Julie Laurin 
 
*Board members who hold 2 positions only have 1 vote 

 
New Families Still needing assignments: 
Newsam & Hutchings 

Committee Positions 
 
Teacher Support (Azalea): Jody Fears 
Teacher Support (Rose): Courtney Geller/Kara Newman (Loveless) 
Teacher Support (Juniper):Tanya Khilko (Kokor) 
Communications/Asst Registrar: Wakana Karmazin 
Purchasing: Sarah Norman 
Grant Writer: Kirstyn Rossman 
Garden Manager: Hyacinth & Aparicio Baltazar 
Maintenance: Elisabeth Anderson-Sierra & Stacy Nelsen (Miles) 
Laundry Parents: Brad Penland & Janey Sletten 
Scheduler: Shawna Mench 
Event Coordinator: Julie Laurin 
Memory Book Organizer: Amelia Oshinowo 
SCRIP/Scholastic: Cheryl Thiele 
Fundraising (Wreath/Flowers): Amanda Churches 
Fundraising (Pledge Drive/Auction): Claire Juarez 
Fundraising (Auction/General): Veronica McCaffrey 


